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Love, Lake Mills

A Toast to Tina Schuenke
When Tina Schuenke purchased TT’s Timeout Bar in January 1998, 
her goal was to create a family-friendly business rooted in community, 
and over the past 27 years, she did just that. It is now time for her 
final call. Through countless highs, shared laughter, and challenges, 
TT’s Timeout became more than a bar; it became a gathering place 
and an extended family.

In her time, Tina has raised over $250,000 for cancer research 
through Relay for Life, supported local organizations, participated in 
community events, was instrumental in fundraising for New Years Eve 
Safe-Ride and the Fourth of July Fireworks Show, and so much more. 
Tina’s impact reached far beyond her doors. With the unwavering 
support of loyal patrons, friends, and employees, Tina built a legacy 
defined by generosity, resilience, and deep community connection. 

Join us on toasting Tina. The next chapter for 107 S Main Street is 
Buck’s on Main. 

Love, Lake Mills

The Knickerbocker Ice Festival is occurring on Friday, The Knickerbocker Ice Festival is occurring on Friday, 
February 6th and Saturday, February 7th. Are you ready for February 6th and Saturday, February 7th. Are you ready for 
frozen fun? frozen fun? 

Knickerbocker Ice Festival 
The Knickerbocker Ice Festival is a community event named after a company that harvested ice from Rock Lake 
in the early 1900’s.Each February, Legendary Lake Mills: A Chamber Main Street Organization (LLM) hosts a 
weekend full of indoor and outdoor events to connect Lake Mills with that icy past.The 2026 Knickerbocker Ice 
Festival will be held on Friday, February 6, 2026, through Sunday, February 8, 2026. Enjoy activities for the whole 
family throughout Lake Mills.

Check out the inside of the newsletter for additional 
information on Knickerbocker Ice Festival activities, time of 
events, and what to expect during our weekend of FROZEN 
FUN. 

Thank you to our major event sponsors: Bank CMG, Chapter 
2 Inc, Crystal Farms, and Farmers and Merchants State 
Bank. The Knickerbocker Ice Festival could not happen 
without your support.

facebook.com/legendarylakemills

instagram.com/legendarylakemills

tiktok.com/legendarylakemills
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A Joyful Start in Lake Mills
Joyful Hearts Learning Center (301 College Street) has 
opened at Lake Mills Moravian Church, providing year-round, 
play-based child care for children ages six weeks to five years. 
Created in response to a growing community need, the 
center offers an affordable, safe, and nurturing environment 
rooted in the church’s mission. Led by Center Director 
Heidi Krueger, who brings decades of early childhood and 
management experience, Joyful Hearts is already growing 
steadily and expanding its team as enrollment increases, 
offering new opportunities for those interested in careers in 
early childhood education or support roles. 

Lake Mills Schools Shine with Solar Power
Lake Mills Schools are advancing sustainability and financial 
stewardship by partnering with local business, and Legendary 
Lake Mills Members, US Solar Network, to transition to solar 
power. The project will install on-site solar energy systems 
to offset a significant portion of the district’s electricity use, 
helping stabilize energy costs, reduce reliance on traditional 
utilities, and limit exposure to future price increases.

The initiative supports environmental responsibility and 
provides students with a real-world learning opportunity in 
renewable energy. With the support of federal incentives, 
solar tax credits, Focus on Energy, Solar on Schools, and the 
Solar Moonshot program, the 
project is financially viable 
while minimizing upfront costs. 
Over time, energy savings will 
allow more resources to be 
directed to classrooms and 
student programs, reflecting 
the district’s commitment to 
responsible use of taxpayer 
dollars.

From Vacant to Vibrant
Housing is essential to the future of Lake 
Mills. When we have housing options 
that meet the needs of families, workers, 
seniors, and young professionals, our 
community grows stronger. More housing 
helps keep our schools thriving, supports 
local employers, allows lifelong residents 
to stay in the community they love, and 
brings more customers to our downtown 
businesses. 
 
The redevelopment of the long-time vacant 
Sentry site is a unique opportunity for Lake 
Mills to strengthen its downtown economy. 
Transforming this underutilized property 
into housing and active uses will bring more 
residents, customers, and foot traffic to 
an area of the downtown district that has 
seen limited activity for years. By filling a 
gap in our downtown, this redevelopment 
can help balance foot traffic, support local 
businesses, and create a more vibrant, 
connected downtown that benefits the 
entire community.
Below showcases data from a survey that 
was sent to Lake Mills residents in recent 
years. The word cloud reflects that the most 
common answer for “What one word comes 
to mind as you think about things you dislike 
about Downtown Lake Mills” was Sentry by 
a landslide. It is time to redevelop and turn 
vacant into vibrancy. 


